2 | fem e - for #25 ai" 2 


The 1 no of a a King ; and 
Rand Family 20 the Nation. 


47 £10.” 
% ER 


| Preach'd before the HoNOURABLE. Pal 


. Houſe of Commons 


P „ * 4 
A 4 . a. — — - * 1 4. 
* 


: 
"YI 
© 1+3e5 11 «77 ; 


8. b Mancanart 8 Weſtminſter, 


+; MIT 01 


A 


On Sotwrday, Joxs 11 1727 1G. 


188 che Day of His Majts Ys Hippy 
8 Acceſſion to the Throne. 1 poi 


= 
Fry 
ds 3% + * 


——ũà—äͤñ́ꝛ ner — e 2 3 


* 
* —— 3 Kal ——— * — 2 4 - 
— „ or err ror tt Ee * * een I * 5 6 : 4 
7 DG N RA SEEN IDS. 2 4 IS us * IR N " . * * . x 1 

NN —— er — SOS M » 1 "x: 8 'F „ Er e ee 7 W. br * a . 2 . 2 

— 0 — 

8 av; — — _ * * 1 _ a = * * 1 
9 » . — = — — — 1 2 * — 


4 
# 
WH/ 


„ 
"By 70 H DEN E. D. D. x - 
Arch deacon of 1 and Rector of Lambeth. 


— —. 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. and J. PEMBERTON, at the Golden Buct 
againſt St. Dunſtan's Church in nn, 
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Ordered, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe 
be given to the Reverend Dr. Denne 
for the 8 ERM ON by him preach'd before 
this Houſe upon Saturday laſt, at St. Mar- 
garet's Weſtminſter ; and that he be deſir d 
to print the ſame: And that Mr, Secretary 
of War, and ee Haddock, do e 8 


0 N bim therewith, 


N. Hanan, 2 A: Corn. 


2 CHRON. IX. By 4 ay | 
22 be the Lozp: thy Gan white: hs 


lighted in thee to ſet Ah on HI THRONE 
10 be KING for the Lok thy God: be- 
cauſe thy God loved —— zo eſtabliſh 
them for ever; therefore made im thee 
KING over them, t0 do judgment * and 


Juftice. 


* * — 


N 2Y Text is the conclufion off the 

35s 75 Queen of Sheba's Speech to So- 
Ir 228 MED mon; whoſe Fame had brought 
ber ( ſuch was her good taſte, 
= = J and — of —— from a diſtant 


bim in all 57 Ghry. This ra 
the ole motive and reaſon” of her Travels; and 
when ſhe (a) had communed with this writes of a 
Prince of all that was in her heart, and had proved 
him with all the hard queſtions ſhe _— eviſe: 
and had (5) ſeen his aus ſdom in eve in the 
Architecture and Magnificence 0 A0 all His public 
Buildings, particularly of the Temple of his Gop; 
in the purity, and beauty of his religious Worthip; 
in the good Policy of his Civil Government; in 

the Grandeur and OEconomy of his Court; 
the ſtrength and riches of his' Kingdom ; as like- 
wiſe f in thoſe Arts of an extenſive trade and com- 
42 merce, 

(a) Ver. i, *% (5) Ver. 3, toc. 
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merce, which made him the greateſt of Monarchs, 
and his Subjects the happre/# of People. When 
the Royal Viſitant had. dene and ſeen all this, ſhe 
fell into ſuch an extaſy of pleaſure, and admirati- 
on, that (a) there was no morg Spirit in her; but as 
ſoon as ſhe had recover'd, ſhe Vid to the King, it 
was a true Report, which ] heard in mine own land 
of thine Acts and of thy Wiſdom : howbert I believed 
not their words, until I came, and mine eyes had 
ſeen it; and behold, that one half of the greatneſs of 
thy Wiſdom was not told me: for thou exceedeſt the 
fame that I heard. She next congratulates the 
| happineſs of his People, his Miniſters, and Atten- 
dants; (5) Happy are thy Men, and happy are 
theſe thy Servants, which ſtand continually before thee, 
and hear thy wiſdom : and at laſt ends her Speech, 
though a Heathen, to the Gop of T/rael, as to 
the Author of every good and perfect gift ; Bleſſed 
be the Lok D thy Gor, which delighted in thee to ſet 
thee on his Throne, to be King for the Lorp th 
Gor: becauſe thy Gor loved Iſrael to eſtabliſh them 
fer ever; therefore made HE thee to be King over 
them, to do judgment and juſtice. 
 __ _Thisis the Connexion of my Text: and from 
the doctrine of it I ſhall make one obſervation or 
tao, that may be applicable to the happy Solemnity 


I. Firſt, J obſerve, that it is Gop who maketh 
Kings, and ſetteth) them on their Thrones, as his 
vicegerents to do ſuſtice and judgment upon earth. 
In Solomon the caſe! is clear; for his Hiſtory will 
d n evidence, 


| {a) Ver. 4-6. )) Ver. 7. 
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e that his Name (a) was firſt changed by a 


Prophet into Fedidiab, the beloved of the Lorp: 


and that he was afterwards (b) choſen (from among 


| the many Sons of David) to fit upon the Throne 


of the Kingdom of the Lo x B over Ifrael; ſo that 
though (c) all Iſrael had ſet their faces on his elder 
Brother Adonijah ( a very goodly man) that he 


ſhould reign ; yet Go p turned them about by an ex- 


traordinary interpoſal in favour of Solomon. 


But then they argue very weakly, who, from 


this example, or from the hiſtory of the Fewi/ſh 
State, would prove, that Gop ruletb, after like 
manner, in all the Kingdoms of Men. For Iſrael 
was in this reſpect a peculiar People, being, for the 
wiſeſt ends of providence, firſt Sever d, and then 
Kept for ages a diſtinct Nation under the imme- 
diate, and miraculous Government of Gop; juſt 
as Moſes relates (Deut. xxxii. 8.) when the moſt 
High divided 70 the Nations their inheritance, when 
H E ſeparated the Sons of Adam; HE then ſet the 
bounds gf the People according to the number f the 
Children of Iſrael. For the Lor D's Portion was 
his People: Jacob was the lot of his Inheritance. 
He found him in a deſert land; H x led him about, 
HE inſtructed im, HE kept him, as the Apple of 
his eye. The Lok p alone did lead him, directing 
his Counſels, fighting his Battels, and raiſing up 


from time to time a wonderful Series of Prophets, 


Judges, and Deliverers. Nay, when the (d) Elders 
of Iſrael rejected him, thut -H x ſhould not thus 
reign over them, deſiring a KINO fo judge them hike 
all the Nations; Gop was ſtill pleaſed to —_— 


((a 2 Sam. xii. 25. 


Ti. 15. (4) 1 Sam. vii. 


(5) 1 Chron, xxviii.5. (&) 1 Kings i. 6. 
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them under his ſupernatural protection, to watch 


over them for good: and to nominate and appoint 
them KinGs; often changing the order of their 


Succeſſion, exalting. new Perſons and Families out 


of the auſt, and making them Rulers over his. 
People. 1 55 

But was it not thus alſo with other Nations? and 
are there not Texts of Scripture to prove (a) that 
the moſt High Gop ruleth every where in the King- 
dom of men: and that Hz appointeth over it, whom 


ſbe ver He will; removing and ſetting up KINGS, 


even as he changeth the times, and the Seaſons. 
Nay, have we not heard Me/es (an inſpired, as well 
as the moſt antient Hiſtorian) affirming for fact? 


that the moſt Hilo divided to the Nations their In- 


heritance ; that He ſeparated the Sons of Adam into 
diſtinct Civil Societies: or that according to the 
Son of Sirach's interpretation (b), He in this divi- 


ſion of the Nations of the whole earth, did ſet a 


Ruler over every People. In the ſame opinion like- 
wiſe we find St, Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 


_ concurring; when he tells the Romans (c) that 


there is no Power (in any nation) but of Gop: and 
that the Powers then in being (even their Emperors) 
were ordain'd of Gor. | ty 

In this manner do the ſacred Writers expreſs their 
Sentiments of this important matter; but I think 
ſuch Interpreters do neither juſtice to them or truth, 


who make theſe, or any like expreſſions to ſignify, 


that Gop ever did by any . act or law 
ardain, or declare himſelf in favour of any one ſort 
of Government, with reſpect to all the World: or 


that He ever /t up any one particular form in any 


ES. 5 Nation 
(a) Dan. v. 21. ii. 21. (5) Eceluſ. xvii. v7. (c) Rom, xiii. x. 
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that Hx always names, and appoints. HIMSELF the 
Perſons, or Families, who are or have been the 


Higher Powers in the world. 'Hiſtory, as well as 


St. Peter will juſtify: us in ſaying, that (c) KINGS 
as Supreme, or Governors as ſent by them, are the Or- 
dinance of MAN under the ordinary Providence of 
Gop. All therefore, that can be meant by them 
in common ſenſe, or the common language” of 
Scripture is this; that as Men are made by nature 


ſociable Creatures, and can never truly enjoy life, 


liberty, or property, without Government, which 
1s —.— Baſs of Society; ſo it muſt be the Mill 
of Gop their Creator, that (by the uſe of that un- 
derſtanding he gave them to act well and wiſely, at 
all times and in all caſes, and to conſult their own 


_ preſervation, and happineſs) they ſhould enter into 
diſtinct Civil Societies, form'd upon fach plans, and 


govern'd by ſuch Perſons, and under ſuch regula- 
tions and reſtrictions, as, all things confider'd, ſhould 
appear to them moſt conducive to the glory of Gon, 
and the good of Mx, as well as moſt ſuitable to 
the temper and genius of each People. Now Go- 
vernments thus originally ſettled, and Perſons or 
Families ?hus choſen to govern, and afterwards con- 


tinued by Providence in an orderly Succeſſion, and 


therein acting by the eternal rules of reaſon and righ- 


teouſneſs, as well as by the fundamental conſtitu- 


tions of each State, may with equal propriety and 
truth be ſaid to be ordain d of Gop (who is not (d 
the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace) as if they had 
been appointed to their office by a poſitive Revela- 


have 


tion, or anointed by a Prophet. The Power they 


(cf) 1 Pot. ii. 13, 14. (4) 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
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have and exerciſe in carrying on an orderly, wiſe 
and righteous government over their People is as. 
much of Gon, as if they had receiv'd it from him 
by a miraculous commiſſion ; being founded in the 
unchangeable relations of things, in' the common 
nature, intereſts, and happineſs. of mankind, and in 
the abſolute neceſſity there is of it to maintain 
juſtice, peace, and good order in the world; which 
demonſtrates, that Civil Societies and Powers have 
the ſame divine origine and ſanction as the Law of 
nature itſelf: and whatever is in them truly the 
voice of Nature, and right Reaſon, is alſo as truly 
the Voice of Gop. 1 ** 
As for other Texts of Scripture, that ſpeak of 
Gop's removing, and ſetting up of Kings, and giving 
their Kingdoms to whomfaever he will; the deſign 
of them is only to aſſert that of divine Providence 


in this particular caſe, which holds true in every 


other (e), that whatſoever the LoRD pleaſes, that 
does Ht in heaven and in earth: and in the ſea, and 
in all deep places, —But how ? not by perpetual Mi- 
rachs, but by ordering, or permitting ſecond Cauſes 
to produce their regular and natural effects; which 
is often done by ſuch a ſurpriſing train, or coinci- 
dence of thing, by ſo great a variety and viciſſitude 
of circumſtances, as can ſcarce conſpire, and, act 
together without the actual concurrence of infinite 
wiſdom and power. Thus KINOS may be ſaid to 
reign by and thro the providence of Gop, tho' 
they aſcend their thrones by human counſels, laws 


and means; even as GOD (f) leaves not himſelf 


without witneſs of his conſtant workings, and doing 
good in the material world, when he changeth the 
| times 


(e) P/alm exxxv. 6. /) Ads xiv. 17. 


—_— 
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times and the ſeaſons, making his ſun to ſhine, and 


giving us rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons. 
But it is not, I think, doing juſtice. to the happy 
folemnity of this day: or rather to the facegſion of 


the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover to the Britiſh 


Crown, to imagine, that there is nothing more of 


the Lok 's qhing in it, than what it has in com- 


mon with that of other Families, and Princes (5), 
for © no Family ever came to it in like manner”. 
ock back a little with me into its Hiſtory, and 


conſider it with regard to the many probabilities 


that often weighed againſt the Succeſs of it: and 
the Scene of providence I ſhall open, will, I believe, 
appear even marvellous in your Ehe Il need not 
prove, at leaſt before a Branch of the Legiſlature, 
by arguments or facts, that Popery and arbitrary 
Power on the Throne muſt threaten every thing, 
that can be terrible to this Nation, or deſtructive of 
property, liberty and Religion. Had thoſe, who 
may ſeem willing to imagine otherwiſe, but lived 
in former reigns, eſpecially under James the ſecond, 
(c) (when this Church and Nation were brought 
to the brink of ruin: and no Eye that could fee 
the light of truth and the Goſpel, was then fo 
blind as not to ſee it) They would have felt the 
force of what I am ſaying: and have join'd with 
the States of the Realm (as ſoon as they were 
bleſt with an opportunity of meeting) in declaring 
with one heart and voice, (4) that they found it, 
by a long and almoſt fatal experience © utterly in- 
« conſiſtent with the Engh/h Conſtitution, and wa 
„ ee the 


(3) Biſhop Fl-etwood's Serm. June 7, 1716. p. 72 
(e) Biſhop 6herlock's Serm. Nov. 20, 1715. p. 20. 
(d) Biſhop Kennet's Hiſtory, Vol. 3: p. 544+ 


od 
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ce the fafety and welfare of this Proteſtant King- 
« dom to be govern'd by a Popiſb Prince“; as alſo 
in diſabling by the fame lau, that ſecur d our rights 
and liberties, any Papiſt for the future from being 
King or Qyeen of it.— That this Refolution and 
this /aw were w/e and neceſſary, J appeal to the 
Roman Conclave ; who have been employing ever 
ſince (a) their utmoſt cunning, power, and zeal 
united to defeat them. But, God be thanked, in 
vain ; for all Parliaments, in every reign, have 
unanimouſly approved, and vigorouſly fupported 


them. So that when thoſe precious Lives dropt off, 


on whom the Crown was firſt ſettled after the Re- 
volution, and when all hopes of iſſue from them 
fail'd; (as it ſoon did) twas then thought (4) ab- 
* ſolutely necefſary to the happineſs of the Nation, 
* and the ſecurity of our Religion,” to fix their 
Eyes upon the only, though very diſtant Branch of 
the Royal Line, 2 long as they ſhould continue 

Proteſtant; whom Providence had hitherto pre- 
ſerved from the univerſal contagion of Popery, made 
worſe by the violences of Arbitrary Power. Their 
Power indeed by the conſtitution of their Country 


was bounded by nothing but their Will; but then 


their Will (ſuch was their meri7 ) was determined 
_ : ; not 


(a) A TFeſuit Hiſtorian ſpeaking of the Conſequence of a Popiſhn 
Succeſſor to theſe Kingdoms, ſays, that it mult perpetuate * 


 ** Romiſh Religion upon the Throne: and in time bring it to prevail 


among the People“. (F. J. D'Orleans's Hiſt. of the Stuarts. p. 298.) 
be Jacobiles therefore grew inſolent upon the death of the 
Duke of Glauceſter, and ſaid, that the chief difficulty was removed 
out of the way of the Prince of Waless Succeſſion. ( Biſhop Burnet's 
Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. 246.) But you may ſee the wi/dom and neceſſity of 
this Reſolution and Lato fully juſtified by Biſhop Sher/ock in his Sermon 
at the Temp/e-Church, Nov. 20. 1715. p. 11, &. p 

% King William's Speech, Feb. 11. and the Reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons, March 3. 1700. 
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not by their Power, but their Goodneſs ; fo that they 


12466 govern'd their hereditary Dominions with as 
much equity and juſtice, reaſon and humanity: and 
with as unbias'd a regard to the proſperity. of their 


Subjects, as if they had been tied up ſo to do, by 


the ſtricteſt Laws, and the ſevereſt Penalties. 

The Settlement therefore of the Bri#;/þ Crown 
upon this illuſtrious Branch of the Royal Line was 
not owing to the Intrigues of Ambition, to the 
dread of Armies, to the more prevailing force of 
Money, or to the over-bearing Caprices of the Po- 
pulace ; but it was a free and chearful Gift from 
the Legiſlature of a brave and happy People, in 
perfect tranquillity at home, and victorious abroad, 


to a race of moſt deſerving Princes; from whom 
they had reaſon to expect all the Bleſſings of good 


Government, without whom their Religion, Laus 
and Liberties muſt have fallen, and through whom 
alone they could hope to tranſmit them to Poſterity. 
By this 77e His preſent Majeſty fits upon his 
Throne; and what better can he have, and more 
truly divine? for ſurely it muſt be reaſonable and 
juſt, nay the Will of Gop; that any Kingdom, 
however hereditary in its original conſtitution, 
ſhould have a right and power, to ſecure itſelf, in 
caſe of imminent danger, from temporal and ſpi- 
ritual Ruin, by the moſt eaſy, prudent and natural 


Means: and then to ſettle (if need be) the. go- 
yernment thereof upon the next Heir in the /zneal 
Succeſſion, under whom they can be fate, and 


me... | BAS! theta 
Ane Jewiſh Hiſtory itſelf affords ſeveral Prece- 


dents of this kind, wherein Gop changed the Suc- 
1 B 2 £ | ceſſion 
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ceſſion of their Kings for the good of his People. 
Thus Solomon was preferr'd before all the Sons of 
David to 15 upon the Throne of Iſrael: and 

o' an elder Brother, a very goodly Per- 
ſon, and a lar Favourite, was ſet aſide. 
And why? becauſe God /oved Iſrael to eſtabliſh them 


for ever; therefore made HE Solomon KING over 


them, to do ſuſtice and judgment. And indeed, 
as the good and welfare of Mankind is the Main, 
if not /ole end of all government; it will be diffi- 


cult to offer any tolerable plea, why a Nation, when 
driven to extremities by their Rulers, and having 


this end only in view, and purſuing it not from per- 
ſonal prejudices, reſentments, or a love of change, 


but with all temper, prudence, and deliberation, 


may not ſo far exert their original and natural Right 
of ſelf-preſervation, and of forming themſelves into 
a civil Society, as to reef? ſuch Perſons, though 
Heirs at Jaw, from being KinGs over them, as 
would undonbtedly, nay for conſcience ſake, ruin 
them, without Miracles to prevent it. 5 
It can, I think, be ſcarce a ſerious Queſtion, 
whether natural Incapacities are not ſufficient to 
exclude Perſons otherwiſe entitled to Government. 


For what People, - that have common ſenſe, would 


ever truſt, 'or leave their Civil Sword in the hands 
of Fools, or Madmen, from whom nothing can 
reaſonably be expected, but death and deſtruction? 
Now if a moral defeft, whether proceeding from 
malicious wickednefs, from wrong judgment, or 
from zeal for a falſe Religion, will produce the ſame 


_ deſperate conſequences; why ſhould not ſuch a 
moral defet? be eſteem'd as juſt an incapacity, as 
the natural one of folly, or madneſs? I will venture 


to 
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to determine, with a moſt judicious Caſuiſt, (a) 
that © it matters not, whether it is Conſcience, 
* or Madneſs, which cauſes the deſtruction; a Na- 
< tion ſurely. has a right to prevent ſuch a Violence, 
* without being troubled to know, whether the 
«© Diſtemper from which it grows, has its root in 
the Head or in the Heart.” From theſe Premi- 
ſes I may then conclude, that the Settlement of 
the preſent Royal Family on the Throne of this 


Kingdom is as much the Ordinance of Gop, as any 


law of nature, or reaſon : and that no Prince under 
Heaven has a more divine Right than our Sovereign; 
a Right, conveyed to his Family with all freedom, 
and deliberation, and in order to preſerve our Re- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties; ſettled at firſt in a full 


Aſſembly of the States; ſolemnly recognized by 


every Prince and Parliament in Succeſſion; ſworn 
to by all perſons of eftate; acknowledged by all 
Nations that are,, or have been in alliance with us;. 
guarantied by ſome of them: and what is more, 
favour'd and. eſtabliſh'd by as many clear interpoſiti- 
ons of Providence, as have been ſhewn in any 
parallel Caſe, or to any People upon Earth, ex- 
cepting the Jews, when govern'd by a Theocracy. 
But ſuch is, I am perſuaded, the true, public 
and Proteſtant Spirit of this moſt free and auguſt 
Aſſembly, that they will hear with pleaſure any 
inſtances to convince them, that Go p has in an 
extraordinary and wonderful manner watched over 
that deſerving Branch of the Royal Family, from 
whence his Majeſty deſcends. Nothing could in 
all likelihood, judging by the rules of human 


Policy,. 


(a) Biſhop $her/ech in his Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, 
June 7, 1716. p. 16. | | 
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Policy, have preſerved us, as we are this day, but 
the late King's relation to the Crown, and that 
founded upon a Marriage (above 100 Years before) 
of a Daughter of King James the fr/? ; who him- 
ſelf (a) loſt © the probableſt occaſion that has 
been offered ſince the Reformation for its eſta- 
e bliſhment,” both at home, and abroad: and that 
only by not doing a common act of juſtice in ſup- 
ing his own Daughter's Husband in the King- 
dom of Bohemia. His own People, nay all the 
World were aſtoniſh'd and murmur'd to ſee him 
take ſuch wrong meaſures, as he did: and ſhew 
ſuch extreme Indolence, with reſpect to affairs, 
wherein he was particularly concern'd as a Father, 
a King of England, and as a Proteſtant. Some 
Hiſtorians give his Conduct no ter name, than 
one continued Infatuation ; it will in my opinion 
deſerve a harder, (b) if Gondemar, the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador's Reflection on it be true; who was a 
molt bitter enemy to our Religion and our Country: 

and who boaſted, that he had by money, art and 
flattery (c) © /ulkd King James bo faſt aſleep, that 
he hop d, neither the Cries cf his Daughter, nor 
her Children, nor the repeated Solicitations of his 
% Parliament and Subjects in their behalf ſhould 
„ be able to awaken him.“ Happy therefore 
was it for Them and Us, that He who kept TH E NM 
and our ISRAEL, neither fumbereth nor fleepeth; 
for Gop himſelf was their Keefer; ſo that when 
their 


(4) Biſhop Burne/'s Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 13. 1 5 
(5) To juſtiſy theſe refleftions on the weak, or wicked Conduct 
of e "ant ng I. I appeal to molt of our Hiforians, particularly to 
Biſhop Burner, Vol. I. p. 13. and to Rapin tranſlated by Tinds/, "Fam 


Page 199.203. : 
(c) Welroood's Memoirs, p. 23- 28. 
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their Father and Mother forſook them, HE took 
| them up. And though he did not preſerve them from 
all evil; but proved them, like Saints, Confeſſors, 
and Martyrs, through a great and long 7ryal of 
afflietions, which expell'd them their dominions, 
and forc'd them to ſeek their bread in foreign Lands: 
Yet ſuch of their Poſterity, as held faſt their inte- 
grity and religion, and as Gop found worthy of 
himſelf, he has greatly rewarded in this world, by 
opening a way through the ſecret workings of his 
Providence, or their Grandſon and his Heir to a 


richerand higher Throne, ſoastobethechief Defenders 
of that Faith, for which their Ance/tors ſo remarx- 


ably fer d: and will be crowned with a 1950 more 
excceding and eternal 1 Glory in his King- 

dom of Heaven. Their Zeal for true, and un- 
defiled Religion, was indeed ſo diſtinguiſhing, even 
in that diſtant period of time, that many of this 
Nation then e, (a) © they could ſee no 
“ great cauſe of Foy in the birth of Charles the 


. © ſecond, ſince God had already better provided for 
e them, in giving ſuch a hopeful Progeny to the 
“Queen of Bohemia, brought up in the Reformed 


Religion, whilſt it was uncertain what Religion 
e the King's Children would follow, being to be 


46 brought up by a Mother devoted to the Church of 


However, what a diſobliged and diſ- 


6 Rome.” 


contented Party among us, did then haſtily, un- 


juſtly, and in diſtruſt of God's goodneſs ſuggeſt; 
his Providence by an all- ſeeing, or over-ruling di- 
poſition of affairs brought to paſs in his own wiſe, 
appointed Time, by making the Heir of that Fa- 
mily King over us, who was Son but to the youνν , 

; er 


(a) Echard's Hiſtory, p 449. 
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Daughter of the Queen of Bohemia: and born u 
on the very day; before Charles the ſecond, the 
Royal Family, and our legal Conſtitution in Church 
and State were reſtored : and to whom alone it was 
reſerved to complete, and ęſtabliſb to us through his 
own Illuſtrious Iſſue all the Bleſſings of that Refto- 
ration. | 11 
But beſides this amazing Concern of God for our 
preſent Royal Family, we muſt take into our account 
a train of unexpected and unaccountable Providen- 
ces, (a) ſuch as firſt influenc'd the Minde, and 
Weather, nay the hearts of men, to bring about fo 
marvellous a Work as the Revolution : and after- 
wards ſecured a Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes 
to the Crown, by guarding a ane life of Him, 
who then wore it (to our Honour, and for our 
Sakes) from many attempts of open violence and 
ſecret Aſſaſſination ; and by S ing our Armies with 
an unparallel'd ſeries of Succeſs, conqueſt upon 
conqueſt, and victory upon victory, againſt a moſt 
powerful and neighbouring Prince, whoſe avowed 
aim was univerſal Monarchy in Europe: and to 
place upon the Bri#7/h Throne as his Vice-Roy, a 
e u. to it; bred up with an hatred to our Re- 
ligion and Conſtitution, as a Bigot, a Tyrant, and 
a Per ſecutor.— And yet after ſo wonderful deli- 
verances Go p did permit our own factions, divi- 
ſions, and Luſts (for our landing Caution be it 
ſpoken) to reduce us into imminent danger, and 
to ſacrifice to our greateſt Enemy all the fruits of 
Victory; but with this gracious intention only to 
: 1 convince 


(#) The extraordinary Providences of God on this occafion are 
well collected by Biſhop Burner in a Sermon preach'd before the Prince 
of Orange, Dec. 23. 1688; as alſo in a Preface to ſome Sermons pub- 
liſh'd in 1713. „„ ö 


dh. 


\ 
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convince us, that Hx alone who had begun, and 


carried on, did perfect and ęſtabliſb our deliverance, 


For not unto Us, OL oOo R, but unto thy Name 
we give the praiſe ; that our late KING (whoſe 
Memory ought to be ever gear to us) did not only 


take poſſeſſion of his Throne, peaceably, and at a 
time, when the Armies of our Enemies ( to the 


concern and terror of all good Engliſhmen ) were 8 


employed in enſlaving a brave People, who had 


been treacherouſly given up as a Prey unto their 


Teeth : but was alſo ſettled thereon by the critical 


Death of a Prince; who, at the breaking out of a 


moſt unnatural Rebellion at home, had it in his power 


and in his will, to have been the moſt dangerous 


Foe from abroad. 


Now from theſe few hiſtorical Reflections we 


may judge how this. Royal Family has been choſen, 


conducted, and advanced to their Throne, not only 
all the counſels and means of reaſon, prudence, 


and law : but alſo through immenſe difficulties, 
through many and various hazards,. through num- 
berleſs viciſſitudes of hopes and fears, through ſe- 


veral conflicts of 13 and Slavery on the one 

hand, and of true Religion and Liberty on the 

other; nay, by ſuch an u . Combination of 
Ys 


happy incidents, I ſhould ſay, favourable Providen- 
ces, as are little leſs than miraculous; fo that we 
may now 34%. Gon for as firm and laſting an Efta- 
bliſhment of this Proteſtant and Free Nation, as 
worldly Affairs are capable of; an Efabh/hment, 
that cannot, all things conſider d, be better account- 
ed for than in the words of my Text; becauſe 

Go p loved us to eſtabliſh us for ever ——therefore 
made H es Royal Family to reign over us, to do 


juſtice an 


and 


\ 


. without doing juſtice - 


_ ; 8 * 
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and judgment any K1NG would be a Curſe, and not 
a Bleſſing to a Nation, which is the 


II. Second and laſt Reflection I ſhall offer. All 
Kinos ſhould remember that they off upon the 
Throne of the LoRD their Go p; of whom the 
E P/alnift ſays, (a) that RiGuTEovusNEss and 
3 Ju DG MEN r are the habitation of his Seat. They 
| | muſt therefore be good, and (5) juft, ruling in his 
| Fear, and after his example, — Their conſtant aim 
"muſt be, as it is their true Glory and Happineſs, to 
act like Gop on Earth, to repreſent him in his 
berfections, to be inſtruments of his Providence, and 
to be (c) Miniſters of his Kingdom, ruling in their 

reſpe&ive dominions, and according to their ſeveral 
abilities, by the. ſame laws of wiſdom, truth, juſtice 
and mercy, as he himſelf governs the Univerſe. 
—— lt is indeed on their Vicegerency, and Miniſtry, 
that the Happineſs or Miſery of the People com- 
mitted to their charge do ſo depend, that temporal 

Bleſſings or Curſes are never Da ts but under 

a good, or bad Government. HAP x therefore 

is that People, which have (as we have at preſent) 
ſuch a KING to rule over us, who can have no 
true intereſt ſeparate from that of this Nation: and 

(4) to whom © our Religion, Laws, and Liber- 

* ties are moſt dear; ſo that his firſt and chiefeſt 

Care has always been to preſerve the Conſtitution 

* of this Kingdom, as he found it happily eſtabliſh- 

* ed in Church and State, inviolble in all its 

« parts: and to ſecure to all his Subjects the full 

* enjoyment of their Religious and Civil ne. 

. P/alm xevii. 2. (5) 2 Som. xxiil. 3. (e) Wiſd. vi. 4. 

%] See his Majeſty's molt gracious Declaration in Council after his 

Acceſſion, Zune 14. and his Speech to Parliament, June 27. 1727. 
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And according to his Mord (for he has been _ 
ever true to it) He looks not with jealous and evil 
eyes upon the Rights and Privilgges of his Parkas 


ment, nor upon the Liberties and Properties of his 
Subjects: but guards, eſteems, and prizes them, 
as if they were the moſt valuable Jewels in his 
Crown. — As He has always taken the wiſdom 
of his Parliament for his guide in all the arduous 


and intricate affairs of State, we may be ſure, that 


the Intereſt and Glory of his People are the rule of 
his public Counſels and Actions, as well as the 
Object of his wiſhes; for a good Underſtanding and 
Harmony between the Crown and Them were never 


thought of dangerous import in former Reigns 


Our Fears and Dangers have been of another 
Kind.——Cer/ures and Complaints were common 
to every Reign, as well as this: and. are as na- 
tural, as differences in Opinions. They are the 
certain Signs, and uſual effects of freedom; but 
whoever cenſure or complain ought to do like juſtice 
to the KINO, as HE to Them; for then his worſt 


Enemies would own, that He is a Prince of un- 
blemiſh'd honour, juſtice, and clemency; that he 


is faithful to his profeſſions, promiſes, and engage- 
ments; that the Laws are the meaſure of his will, 
uithout the evaſive claim of a diſpenſing power: 
and that his Prerogative has never been ſtretched into 


any wanton, or malicious invaſions on the eonſcien- 


ces, the lives, or fortunes of his Subjects; for, I 
believe, that any Injury tothem would be a violence 


to Himſelf. His Courts of Fuftice are therefore 


free andopen to redreſs alike all grievances among 
the poor and rich, high and low : and if any Ap- 


peals are made againſt thoſe, who act even under 


C2 115 x 
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his -— waa + Right will be done without reſpef# of 

6. For that it may be done, He has hitherto 
taken the utmoſt care by appointing ſuch Perſons, 
in his own ſtead, to be Interpreters, and Judges of 
the Laws, for the Crown and the People; as are 
moſt eminent in their profeſſion, for their integrity, 
their ſkill, and the love of their Country; not ſuch 
as will ever be Tools to lawleſs power, but ſuch as 
we ourſelves (if left to our own choice) ſhould 
make either ſole Arbitrators, or Directors of a 
Jury, were our own lives, fortunes, and reputation 


But I need ay no more; for the Benefits of his 
government in doing juſtice and judgment are uni- 
verfally felt and acknowledg'd. ——lIt is indeed im- 
poſſible, that all of us ſhould be ſo happy as to ſtand 

continually before the KING as his Servants, or to 
be advanc'd to places of truſt, honour, or profit; 
but _ man may with ſecurity enjoy the common 
rights of Subjects, and the bleſſings of a free People; 
he may enjoy without fear or ſuſpicion what Fo- 
reigners envy him, and what Patriots of old prized 
at a higher rate, than the favours of a Court; I 
mean, his Religion, his freedom, his life; nay, 
whatever he can by law claim as his own, whether it 
be the /abowrs of his hands, the fruits of his Trade 
And hduftry, the Gifts of his Friends, or the Inke- 

ritance of his Fathers. What hinders then, but 
that WE of this Kingdom may live as happily, (a) 
as Juda and T/rael did all the days of Solomon, when 
every man of them welt —_ under his Vine, and 
under his 1 8 re. — For (6) witneſs here againſt 
him before the LoxD; whoſe Ox or Als bath been 

5 fo. | taken? 


1 4 Kings iv. 25. (5) 1 Sam. xii. 3. 
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taken? who hath been defrauded, or who' hath been 

_ oppreſſed by his mild and juſt adminiftration ? =— 
Ht, Enemies herein bear witneſs for him, when' they, 
for want of preſent grievances, call in the help of 
a fruitful invention, or a lively imagination, to fill 


the minds of people with ſtrange Suſpicions of evils 


to come: or to bring home the miſeries of Tyranny 
from the Hiſtories of all other Ages and Countries, 
| as well as our own. &t . HIT) £61 


Nor is the proſpect of aur Happineſs ſhort: and 


broken: nor hung, as it was for many years, upon 
fo ſlender a Thread, as the ſingle life of our Sove- 
reign ; for God has, I hope, ſo ſued us, as to 
eſtabliſh us for ever ; having already given us, an 
earneſt of this his {ve in a QUEEN; who is the 


Mother of a numerous Iſſue, and a __ worthy to 


fit upon the fame Throne with Solomon himſelf; 
who is of the ſame Intereſt and Religion with our 


ſelves: and is from her heart diſpoſed, as well as 


fully able by her wiſdom and her goodneſs, to make 
the Cares and Burden of Government as eaſy as 
ble to her beloved Monarch, and to convey the 
leſſings of it in the moſt gracious and obliging 
Manner to his People. hoſe whole Interef in 


the Royal Boſom is ſo far from being as heretofore, 


the chief ſource of fear and danger to the Nation, 
and of miſchief to her Family ; that it is, we 
are ſure, always exerted for the publick Good of 
our Religion and our Country; even whilſt her 
domeſtick Cares and Prudence are employed in 
educating a race of Princes, whoſe minds and man- 
ners ſhe forms to every thing that is good, benefi- 
cent, and great; who are daily growing in the 
affections of their People, and by treading in the 


* 


a 


A SERMON preach'd before the. 


* 


of Liberty) enter into Schemes of faction, ſediti- 


Royal Steps, promiſe fair to perpetuate the happi- 
neſs of their Nei n to diſtant generations. 


But to conclude, If the Acceſſion of this Royal 
Family to the Throne has, under the providence of 
Go p, ſecured, and is the moſt likely means to 
eftabliſh to us for ever, all that can be dear and 
valuable to a free, Proteſiant People; we ſhall be 
unpardonably wanting in our duty to our Country, 
to our King and our Gop, unleſs we, for conſcience 
ſake, not for fear, favour or reward, contribute, 


each in his particular Station and circumſtances, 
what we can towards its Support and Profperity, by 


rendring to Cz/ar the things that are Cz/ar's, and 
by paying what is always due to ſuch Higher Pow- 

ers as are ordain d by Go, and Miniſters to us for 
Good; I mean, a reverential honour and eſteem, 


a chearful and affectionate obedience, with an un- 


feigned and zealous Loyalty; that our KinG may 
be as happy in his Subjects, as his Subjeffs may be 


happy under Him. If Religion, Liberty, and 


Property were never more fully enjoyed in any 
reign under a due execution of the Laws, without 
not only any attempt, but even ſhadow of a deſign 
to alter or invade them; (and for this His Majeſty 
(a) appeals to the Conſciences of his Enemies) How ꝶ 
guilty then muſt any Perſon be, who ſhall make uſe 


of thoſe ſacred names to undermine the preſent 
 Eftabhſhment, under which alone they can be 
Jafe. Nay, our Calamities and Ruin will be juft 


in the Sight of God and Men ſhould we ever in ſuch 
caly, rare Circumſtances as we are, (for we ſeem 
to be ſurfeited, and waxing wanton with the ſweets 


on 


%) King's Speech, May 13, 1735. 
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on and Rebellion: or even ME DDLE with them, that 


are givento CHANGE,— 3 
project Few of them can, as I believe, if they reflect 


on what has paſt, be reconciled even in thought to 


the government of a Prince, educated in the view 


and love of all the arts of arbitrary Rule: and trained 


up from his Cradle, and now finiſhing at Rome in 


the Superſtitions, Corruptions, and perſecuting Spi- 
rit of Popery. And None will, I am ſure, (but 


ſuch as have no Religion, or are Enthufiaſts in it, or 


are deſperate Adventurers in Politicks) ever think 


of giving up the beſt and wiſeſt form of Religious 
and Civil Government in the World; that has been 


the work of Ages; that has been maintain d at an 
infinite expence of blood and treaſure; that has 
been often and miraculouſly preſerved ; that poiſes 


thoſe juſt Balances with ſcrupulous exactneſs, which 
weigh the Dignity and Prerogative of the King, 


t is moſt agreeable to the genius of the Exgliſb 


Nation: and has indeed raiſed it to be the Envy and 


Glory of the Earth. None, I ay A OT TG 


the Trreligious, the 1 or deſperate Pol VHict 
1anging ſo approv'd:and 


refuſe of the People: and then chuſing out of them, 


why ſome Members in the Houſe of 
ed the entailing the Succeſion o. 


PEE, 7 

(2) This was the ſecret Rato 
Commons of the Republite Party pp 
the Croms upon the Houſetof Hawe, when the Bill of Rights and 
Liberties was under debate at 
Vol. 2. P: 15. 16 
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on the Liberty and Property of the Subject . 
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the Revolution. Biſhop Burnet's Hiſt. 
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by grace or force, Rulers, Tyrants and Teachers of 
this great, wife, and underſtanding Nation. We 
ſhould then be, as the eus were in their moſt de- 


ſperate State, when (a) there was no King, or Pro- 


og in Iſrael, but every man did what was right in 
his own Eyes. | 


If then ſuch may be the dreadful conſequences: 
of changing; Let all, who have any true value for 
the Proteſtant Religion, and for the conſtitution of 
the Engliſb Government, avoid dangerous experi- 
ments: Let them, laying aſide all unreaſonable 
heats, jealouſies and animoſities: and giving up, 


even their private Schemes and Notions, as well as 


their private Reſentments and Views, act together 
with fo ſteady a view to the publick Good, as never 
to be drawn away or enticed from it by their own: 


finful luſts, or ſelfiſn Intereſts Let them wit 


one heart, one mind, and one Voice purſue ' the 
fame good ends; and follow after the things, which- 
make 205 the peace and proſperity of their Country: 
and ſanctify every return of this day, by yielding 
anfeigned Thanks to G op for bringing this Royat 


Family to the Throne of theſe Realms; and by 


praying, that his Sacred Majeſty may long fit there- 


on in health and glory: and be ſucceeded by a 


race of virtuous and Religious Proteſtant PxIxcks, 


as long as we ſhall be a free, Proteſtant People; 


that is, I truſt in Go p, unto the World's End. 


UVSEVN 
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(a) Tadg. xvii. 6. 


